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1. Introduction  

 

At NLCS Dubai the curriculum is taught primarily in English, and it is necessary for our students to have a 
strong command of the English language.  For EAL students, development of their English language skills 
must be a key focus of their studies, alongside learning the content of the curriculum.  To provide students 
with the correct levels of rigour and challenge we also recognise that for students to reach their full 
potential they must develop a deep knowledge of the NLCS culture and the wider cultures of the IB and 
their global communities.  As language is a key element of our identity, developing the confidence to 
communicate in English is a critical element of the EAL students' path towards trying themselves out and 
achieving their full potential, as part of an NLCS education.  

This policy is designed to outline our support for students whose mother tongue is not English. These 
students are referred to as having English as an Additional Language (EAL). Many students at NLCS Dubai 
are fluent in English, being bilingual or multilingual, and will require no additional support. 

 

As an International Baccalaureate school, NLCS Dubai is aware that multilingualism is a strength and that 
EAL pupils have a valuable contribution to make to our School community. We recognise that EAL 



 
 
 
 
 
students are not SEND students. When a student’s expressive or receptive English language acquisition 
and progress is slower than we would expect, however, the student will receive appropriate support.  

English as an Additional Language (EAL) refers to students whose first language is not English but their 
English language acquisition is at a fluent level. 

English Language Learners (ELL) are students who first language is not English and as a result they require 
support to become fluent in English.  

Ethos  

At NLCS Dubai, the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our students is 
paramount. We encourage all our students to achieve the highest possible standards. We do this through 
taking account of each student’s life experiences and needs.  

 Some of our students have particular teaching and learning requirements, because they speak English 
as an additional language. Students who speak English as an additional language have skills and 
knowledge about language similar to monolingual English-speaking children. Their ability to participate 
in the full curriculum may be in advance of their communicative skills in English.  

 

2. Aims  

 

The aim of this policy is to ensure we meet the full range of needs of students for whom English is an 
additional language. We aim to: 

Provide EAL and ELL students with support in accessing the curriculum 

Provide a safe, welcoming environment with high expectations 

Encourage EAL and ELL students to celebrate their own language and culture, and that of their peers 

Prepare students for the level of academic English necessary for PYP, MYP and DP levels of study 

Developing the ELL student's confidence to communicate and access all aspects of the thriving and 
challenging environment of NLCS Dubai 

 

 

 

 

3. The Role of the EAL Teacher 

 



 
 
 
 
 
The EAL Teachers are part of the Inclusion Team, led by the Head of Whole School Inclusion, and are 
responsible for overseeing the following aspects of EAL across both the Junior and Senior school: 

 

2.1 Lead assessment, monitoring and tracking of all ELL students 

2.2 Completing English Language Learner Profiles for ELL students who require more support 

2.3 Supporting teachers, LSAs and TAs to make appropriate accommodations in lessons for ELL 
students 

2.4 Provide PD for teachers and TAs to ensure ELL students are adequately supported to make 
progress in lessons 

2.5 Liaise with parents of ELL students to ensure a coordinated approach to support, both in school 
and at home, is clearly 

2.6 Monitor and update the whole school ELL register every half term  

2.7 Providing feedback to teachers on the progress of ELL students in targeted support sessions 

2.8 Promote detailed experimental research on proposed teaching and learning strategies in EAL, and 
use these to inform ongoing PD.  

 

4. The English Language Learners Register 

 

The ELL register is updated every half-term and is distributed to staff by Junior and Senior School.  The 
register clearly states the results of the WIDA assessment, targets the student is working towards and, where 
relevant, the English Language Learner Profile. 

 
 

5. Admissions  

 

As part of the admissions process, parents are requested to identify the child’s first language or the 
language(s) spoken at home.  For students with limited English language, the EAL Teachers may complete a 
short assessment during the admissions process to ascertain their English Language levels. Please see the 
Admission Policy 2024. 

 

 
6. Assessment and Support 

 



 
 
 
 
 
In-line with the KHDA guidelines (Appendix 1) EAL students are graded in speaking, listening, reading and 
comprehension as follows: 
 
Level 1 = Fluent 
Level 2 = Competent 
Level 3 = Basic 
Level 4 = No English 

 
 

7. Pre-induction Programme 
 
 

Students who have accepted an offer and require significant language support will be referred to the 
Inclusion team prior to joining the school. Those students who are not in the country will be assessed on 
their language ability when they start school.  If the student is in the country, arrangements will be made 
for the language assessment to happen before the student joins.  Students who are new to the country will 
be supported to transition into the culture of both the country and the school, supporting their overall 
well-being.  

 

8. Assessment of ELL Students 

 

If a student is not identified as ELL until they have started school, the following procedures will be followed:  

4.1 The class/subject teacher completes the EAL referral form outlining their concerns 

4.2 The EAL teacher observes the student in class and discusses the teacher’s concerns 

4.3 The EAL teacher completes the appropriate assessment (appendices 2 and 3), dependent on the 

age of the student, to ascertain their levels of speaking, listening, reading and comprehension 

4.4 For students who require ELL support the parents of the child are contacted to gain permission 

for additional language support 

4.5 Once parental permission is gained, the student begins support. This may include support 

lessons as part of a group, or one-to-one. Support may be offered in place of normal MFL lessons 

for a limited time. This support will be subject to a termly review by the EAL Teacher and Head 

of Whole School and Junior School Inclusion. 

4.6 The student is entered on to the whole School ELL register 

4.7 The student’s progress will be monitored every half-term 

4.8 Once the student has achieved expected levels of attainment in English, support from the EAL 

Teacher will stop and targets to support further progress in lessons will be set and shared with 

teachers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Support for students will take place in the following formats: 
 
Junior School students 

• In-class support  
• 1:1 support  
• Small group support  
• ECAs 

 
Senior School 

• In-class support for literacy subjects 
• Small group work in study sessions 
• 1:1 work in study sessions 
• ECAs during lunchtime and after school.  The ECA will be specific to the needs of the student e.g. 

reading, speaking etc.  
• Use of dictionary and extra time for exams for students who meet the IB ELL requirements  

 
For all ELL students, support within the first 6 months will be more intensive.  A phased reduction of 
support as the student progresses will be implemented with the aim of students exiting the programme 
within 9 months.  In cases where students require intensive English language support students will 
follow appropriate language programmes. 

 

 

Students who score below a ‘4’ in the WIDA assessment (language assessment for ELL students) for 
reading and writing are eligible for additional time and access to a dictionary during external 
examinations. The WIDA assessment must be completed within one year of the formal examinations and 
the Head of Inclusion, working with the EAL teacher and class teachers, will identify the students who 
meet these criteria and submit a formal application to the IB. 
 

 

For students in Early Years who are identified as English Language Learners in need of support, the school 
will ensure that opportunities are provided to develop and use their home language in play and learning. 
This will support their English language acquisition at home and ensure that they have sufficient 
opportunities to improve their English language skills. 
 

 

Appendix 1 - KHDA EAL Breakdown  

9. Examination Access Arrangements for ELL Students 

10. English Language Learners in the Early Years 

11. Appendices 



 
 
 
 
 
  

EAL = English as an Additional Language - these are our Level 2 and 3 pupils for tracking purposes   

ELL = English Language Learners (pupils with no English/new to English)    

  

Level 1 = Fluent   

Level 2 = Competent   

Level 3 = Basic  

Level 4 = No English   

  

  

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 2 - Junior School Bell Assessment and DfE Proficiency in English   
Scale 

 

Appendix 3 - WIDA 
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